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TWO USD PROFESSO RS RF.T TRF. 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Sister Agnes K. Murphy, Cha i rman o f the University of San Diego Depart-
ment of History and Dr. Bernice Farrens, Professor of Biolog y are retiring 
after the current academic year. 
Sister Murphy is one of the founding members of the former San Die g o 
Co l l ege f or Wom e n, now merged in USD. In September, 1975, she wa s appo i nt e d 
Ch a irman of the Department of History and was e l ected President o f th e USD 
Chapt e r of thE! American Associat i on of University Professors for 197 2-73. 
A graduate of Barat College, Sister Murphy received h~r M.A. in Phi l isoohv 
r o m Lo y ola Urtiversity, Chicag b , and Ph.D. in History from ~atholic Univers i t v 
of America. She is the author of AN EVI L TREE and I DEOLOGY OF FR EN CH 
IM P ERI ALISM, 1871-1881, 
In 1971 Sister Murphy touted twelve African countries. 
she established two new classe~ on Africa at USD. 
After her return, 
In August, Sister Murphy ~ ill become the Coordinator of Adult Education 
at Our Lady of Grace Parish in E l Cajon. An active participant on th e 
Di o ces an Commission on re li gious men and wom e n, Sister Murphy i s t1r n ~ w l~ 
e l ected Sister Representative in the Di ocese's University Deanery, c om risc> <I 
of both lay and religious members. 
Dr. Farrens received her A.B. from Linfield College, M.A. and Ph.D. 
from Stanford University. She presented papers last y ear to International 
Invertebrate Pathology meetings in Canada; her 1973 Oxford lecture was 
sinultaneously translated into German and French. 
Though retiring from a full time professorship, F arrens will continue 
teaching parttime and counseling students at USD. At the request of NARL, 
Farrens will ~ et up a lab in Barrow, Alaska in 1978 to continue her work on 
cancer resear c h on Pollution and Cancer PCB-contaminant. 
Farrens is the incoming president of San Diego chapter of Altrusa 
I nternational, Inc., oldest business and professional women's organization 
n the U.S. Pounded in Nashville in 1817, its goal is to maintain hi g h 
st a n d ards among career women. Farrens was named 1975 Woman of Achiev eme nt 
b y the President's Council of ~omen's Service. Business and Profess i on al Clubs 
of San Diego. 
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